PO Box 1290, Grafton. 2460pww.graftondogobedience.com

ContacCarole Bryant 6644932&role @berigorafarm.com.au
Mary & Ron Willian@6424301; Judy Attwater 66423154

There are lots of exciting doggie sporting evemisiiag up during the cooler months. Maybe
you and your dog would like to participate? Or tmayou would like to support our club by
coming along as a helper at one or more of our elténts? Below is a list of key events for
the next few months. There are also a number wfocaation shows during this time which |

haven't listed.

DATES FOR THE DIARY
Our club events

30 April Workshop — Tracking: Getting Started *

13 May Display — Grafton Show

21/22 May  Tracking Trial

4/5 June Workshop — Tracking: Beyond the Basics *

2/3 July Obedience Trial & unofficial Rally Obed@ncompetition *
10 July Endurance Test *

23/24 July  Tracking Trial, “Christmas in July” them

* More on these events later in this Newsletter

Other local events

27/28/29 May Regional Show and Obedience & Agilitial (Coffs Harbour)
18/19 June  Agility/Jumpers Trial (Clarence Dog $poGrafton)

25/26 June  Tracking Trial (Clarence Dog Sports fiGn
20/21 August Tracking Trial (Clarence Dog Sportsaft®n)

TRACKING WORKSHOPS

Each year our club runs two official Tracking TsialWithout a doubt, for the size of our club
membership, we have the highest number of dogstveitking titles of any club in NSW.
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What is tracking all about? Tracking involves mayiyour dog follow the scent of a person
over a track of between 400 m and 1200 m (depermlinghether your dog is a beginner or an
advanced tracker). Along the way, your dog musydet know if he finds anything belonging
to the person whose scent he is following and,oofge, he must find the person at the end of
the track. Sound difficult? Actually ALL dogs c#éirack as dogs are about 1000 times more
efficient at detecting smells than we are and iragkomes naturally to them. When we teach
our dogs to track we are actually only teachingrthe track on cue — to follow the scent we
are asking them to follow. When tracking, dogsknuara tracking harness and 10 m lead.

Over the years our club has had an amazing vasfedipgs gain tracking titles, including large
and small; “natural” tracking breeds and uncommmeedts (including a Whippet who is only
the 3rd Whippet in Australia to ever gain a tragkiitle) and a wide variety of breeds and
cross-breeds.

Dogs just love tracking, probably because it's saamatural activity for them. If you would
like to try tracking with your dog, even if you'reew to the club, come along to our “Tracking:
Getting Started” workshop on 30th April and find ethat it's all about.

If you get hooked on tracking, you might also ltkecome to our advanced tracking workshop
“Tracking: Beyond the Basics” in June and also cetapn Tracking Trials with your dog.

RALLY OBEDIENCE (RALLY-O)

As of January 2012, Rally-O will become an offiali@lg competition sport in Australia. Rally-
O is a fun form of obedience (a bit like a crossMeen obedience and agility) and in USA and
Canada is the fastest growing dog sport.

A Rally-O course is set out with numbered statimatuding a Start and Finish. Like Agility,
competitors have the opportunity to walk the coutsebecome familiar with it before
competing. Participants then navigate the couys®lowing the numbers and carrying out
the exercise shown on the sign positioned at eatiecmumbered stations, with dogs working
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in the “Heel” position between exercises. At Nevievel, dogs negotiate a course having
between 10 and 15 stations (not including the stadtfinish) and work on lead during the test.

Here are some sample Rally-O signs:

@ % / ” 7 Serpentine
Y

Weave Once

Sit . Right
Down \\Ig § 0,000

Unlike obedience, where competitors wait for di@ttfrom the judge before performing an
exercise, in Rally-O competitors run the coursetlogir own (much like agility). Rally-O
handlers are also encouraged to talk to and engeureir dog as they make their way around
the course.

If you've never had the confidence to attempt catingein an Obedience or Agility Trial here
are some reasons you might consider Rally-O:

- your dog is on lead for the whole test in Novieeel

- handlers in a Rally-O competition are encouragedlk to and encourage their dog as they
make their way around the course

- you can give more than one command for each eseerc

- Rally-O is less physically demanding for both dilen and dog than Agility

- your dog isn’t handled by the judge, so dogs #natuncomfortable with strangers don’t
become stressed

- dogs don’t have to work near other dogs, so dogisare uncomfortable with other dogs
close by don’'t become stressed or reactive.

We will be introducing Rally-O classes in the nfs# weeks. Your dog is eligible to take part
in a Rally-O class if it has completed at leastf 2he 3 basic classes (Basic Obedience; Basic
Manners; Basic Agility). Rally-O will be an excefit choice for those dogs that have
completed Basic Agility but are too young to takatpn the Intermediate Agility class (to
prevent injury to your dog, only dogs over 12 mantf age are permitted to take part in
Intermediate Agility).

On the Saturday of our Club’s official Obediencéallon 2nd & 3rd July, we will be holding
an unofficial Rally-O competition, open to all fees and all club members. The course will
be a Novice level course and there will be an Qpass and a class for our club members only.
We'd love to see as many club members as possiioliag in the fun!

'CONTAINERS - Sale, Hire and Modifications




ENDURANCE TEST

Each year our club holds an Endurance Test and th@ggass earn the initials ET after their
name. To complete an Endurance Test, your dog traisfior 20 km beside a pushbike, or if
you're really fit you can jog with your dog. Corefihg an Endurance Test is much easier than
it might at first sound, as dogs compete single, fdbout 2 metres apart, at a speed of 10
km/hour (about double normal walking speed) ancetavest breaks during the test.

Interested? We will be having a short talk on preq your dog for an Endurance Test during
the afternoon tea break on 17th April. We willalse having a few practise sessions to get our
dogs used to running beside the bike and also ttéhgen used to following another dog and
having another dog behind them.

A frosty start to the 2007 ET

Unless your dog is very overweight, or very unfay still have plenty of time to get your dog
ready for this year's Endurance Test, which willHedd on our training ground on 10th July
(10 laps of a 2 km circuit). Dogs must be betw@eand 8 years old to compete in an
Endurance Test.

For more detailed information on what's involved,0 gto my website
www.berigorafarm.com.aalick on the “Free Information Sheets” tab andofaown to the
“Dog Training” section to download the “Preparinguf Dog for an Endurance Test” article.
For a copy of the official Endurance Test rules, dgo our club website
www.graftondogobedience.corlick on “Resources”, click on “Forms & Download#fien
scroll down to and click on “ANKC Rules for the chrct of an Endurance Test”.

COMPETITION — A NAME FOR OUR CLUB NEWSLETTER

We'd like to give our club Newsletter a name, rattian just “GDOC Newsletter” so we've
decided to make it into a competition open to klbanembers. We even have a modest prize
on offer! The winner will receive a $10 voucherighhcan either be spent at our club store or

b68 Fax: 1300 825 595
.portcontainerservices.com.au




used to buy class tickets. So put on your thinkiags everyone and either hand in your
suggestion at training or email it to noarole @berigorafarm.com.aGompetition closes on

30th April.

TAIL ENDS

Safety. A quick note on the issue of safety. As a clubhage a duty of care to ensure the
safety of all handlers and dogs at training andnducompetitions. It is the responsibility of all
of us to help ensure that safety.

If you notice something that could pose a risk itbez handlers or dogs, please talk to your
Instructor so we can rectify the problem and keegryone safe — that way we can all gain
maximum enjoyment from training our dogs.

Our club website. Remember to check our websieyw.graftondogobedience.coregularly
for information on upcoming events and a wealttotbfer useful information. Our thanks to
our webmaster Dave Pollard for maintaining our itelfer us.

HAPPY TRAINING ....Carole Bryant
Chief Instructor/Newsletter Editor
Phone: 66449326
Email: carole@berigorafarm.com.au
Grafton Dog Obedience Club Inc. 2611

For the animal shall not be measured by man.
In a world older and more complete than ours
they move finished and complete,
gifted with extensions of the senses
we have lost or never attained,
living by voices we shall never hear.

- Henry Beston




PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS:
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