
1 
 

 

 

� �������� 	 �
� � �
��
��
� � ���� � �����

	�����������
  

PO Box 1290, Grafton. 2460; www.graftondogobedience.com   Contacts: Carole Bryant 66449326 
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Where has the year gone I wonder?  This year has just sped by and I’m not sure where it’s 
gone! So here we are at the end of our dog training year already.  My early New Year’s 
resolution is to do more things with my dogs next year which they will no doubt be delighted to 
hear �  
 
 
END OF YEAR BREAKUP 
 
We break up each year on the last weekend of November which is next weekend, 27th 
November. 
 
We don’t do any actual training on our last day, instead we have a dress up competition for 
dogs and handlers; our annual awards presentation - and we actually get to chat to each other 
(something we rarely seem to have time to do when we are training). 
 
The timetable for the breakup day is: 
 
4.30 pm Dress up competition  - Best dressed dog owned by a Junior Member 
     - Best dressed dog & handler – Junior 
4.45 pm Dress up competition - Best dressed dog owned by an Adult Member 
     - Best dressed dog & handler – Adult 
5.00 pm Presentation of Annual Awards 
5.30 pm Nibbles and time to chat 
 
So think up a great costume for yourself and your dog and come along and to have some end of 
year fun; cheer on our award winners for the year and spend some time catching up with other 
club members.   
 
We ask everyone to bring a small plate of food to share. 
 
Classes resume on the first Sunday in February, which will be 5th February 2012. 
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The sorts of things our members dream up for the dress up competition: 

 
 
 
OUR AGM 
 
At our Annual General Meeting in October, the following club officials were elected: 
 
President - Ron Williams 
Vice President – Carole Bryant  
Secretary/Public Officer – Mary Williams  
Assistant Secretary – Carole Bryant  
Treasurer  - Rob Bryant  
Assistant Treasurer – Jenny Byrnes  
Recorder – Jenny Byrnes  
Trial Secretary – Vacant – Secretary & Trial Committee to work together until position filled. 
Admin Assistant & Trial Publicity - Vacant 
Grounds/Equipment/Rosters/Stewards – Ron Williams & Judy Attwater  
Trophies/Prizes/Sponsorship/Raffle – Jenny Byrnes & Yvonne Busslinger  
Endurance Test Secretary - Carole Bryant  
Tracking Trial Secretary – Judy Attwater  
Librarian – Yvonne Busslinger  
Publicity Officer – Website – David Pollard  
Newsletter - Carole Bryant  
Supplies Officer – Yvonne Busslinger  
Equipment Officers – Ron Williams  
VIP Program Co-ordinator – position vacant.  
Chief Instructor – Carole Bryant  
Instructors – Mary Williams, Ron Williams, Judy Attwater, Jenny Byrnes, Yvonne Busslinger. 
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TRIAL RESULTS 
 
Tracking trials 
 
Our Tracking Trial Secretary, Judy Attwater has sent in the following tracking trial results for club 
members: 
 
Clarence Dog Sports Inc June trial (13 entries, 9 q ualifications) 
 
Owner/Handler Dog Breed Test Pass 
Carole Bryant Guepard German Shepherd T1 Pass 
John Bloomer Sox Border Collie Cross T4 Good 
Lyn Gregor Pinot German Shepherd T4 Very Good 
Mary Williams Conan Border Terrier T4 Good 
Tracey Knox Kalti Hungarian Vizsla T4 Pass 
Judy Attwater Fion German Shepherd T6 Pass 
Jenny Byrnes Pebbles Border Collie T7 Very Good 
 
 
Grafton Dog Obedience Club “Christmas in July” tria l (14 entries, 4 qualifications) 
 
Owner/Handler Dog Breed Test Pass 
Bernadette Macdonald Gandalf German Shepherd T1 Pass 
Carole Bryant Guepard German Shepherd T2 Excellent 
Grant Glover Griffen German Shepherd T4 Excellent 
Judy Attwater Emma German Shepherd T7 Pass 
 
Clarence Dog Sports August trial (9 entries, 5 qual ifications)  
 
Owner/Handler Dog Breed Test Pass 
Carole Bryant Guepard German Shepherd T3 Very Good 
Mary Williams Conan Border Terrier T5 Pass 
Tracey Knox Kalti Hungarian Vizsla T5 Good 
Mary-Ann Visner Buster German Shepherd T6 Very Good 
 
Major achievements for club members this year were as follows:  
 
2 Tracking Dog titles  
 
John Bloomer with “Sox”    
Carole Bryant with “Guepard “ 
  
2 Tracking Dog Excellent titles  
 
Judy Attwater with “Fion”    
Mary-Ann Visner with “Buster” 
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2 Tracking Dog Champion titles  
 
Jenny Byrnes with “Pebbles”   
Judy Attwater with “Emma” 
 
Judy and “Emma” also attained their Dual Champion (Tracking) Title. 
 
On a personal note, Carole and I were extremely pleased to see “Grumpy Granny” Emma, her daughter 
Fion and two of  Fion’s offspring, Guepard and Griffen, all gaining titles this year while Guepard & 
Griffen’s brother, Gandalf, also passed his TD1!  Quite an achievement we think! 
 
Hopefully we will see many more qualifications and titles gained in 2012 with lots of new enthusiasts 
commencing their tracking trialling. 
 
A big thank you to all the stewards, track layers, camp cooks etc. for helping throughout the year 
because without you there would be no trials. 

Judy Attwater 
Tracking Trial Secretary 

 
Obedience Trial results 
 
Our annual triple Obedience Trial was held on 2nd & 3rd July.  It was a great trial and we 
thank all those club members who helped by stewarding, helping in the canteen and in all the 
other ways that go to make up a successful trial.  Unfortunately no club members gained 
passes. 
 
 
Unofficial Rally-O competition 
 
We ran an unofficial Rally-O competition in conjunction with our July Obedience Trial.  It was 
a fun event and it was good to see so many club members getting in and having a go.  Next year 
we will be running an official Rally-O trial in conjunction with our July Obedience Trial.  If the 
ability that is being shown in training is an indicator we should have lots of members 
competing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
Tenielle Thwaites &  Maya Mary Williams & Conan Sue Hawker & Missy 
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Endurance Test results 
 
The following club members completed our club’s 20 km Endurance Test to earn their ET title: 
 
Ron & Mary Williams’ Border Terrier Aust Ch Willbeauette Conan Lad TD 
John Bloomer’s Border Collie X “Sox TD” 
 
Congratulations Ron, Mary & John!   
 
 
CLUB LIBRARY  
 
A reminder that our club has a great collection of dog training books and DVDs available for 
loan to members once you have graduated from Basic level classes.  Topics include Obedience, 
Agility, Tracking, Rally-O, Dancing with Dogs, Heelwork to Music, Herding, Earth Dog and 
lots of great stuff on body language and behaviour.  Check out the list on our website 
www.graftondogobedience.com click on the Resources tab and then the Library tag to see some 
of our library resources.  Alternatively have a browse through our library at training – Yvonne 
is in charge of our library so if you’d like to borrow a book or see what’s available, see 
Yvonne. 
 
VALE 
 
Amongst our members, we’ve had a few sad farewells for doggie friends this year, including: 
 
Sam Adams’ “Axle”; Dave Pollard’s Border Collie “Tucker”; Grant Glover’s German 
Shepherd Dog “Basil” and Ron & Mary Williams who lost their Border Terrier “Beattie” and 
her litter of puppies. 
 
Our sincere sympathy to those members as we all know what it feels like to lose a special 
friend. 

   
Judy Attwater & Fion Jenny Byrnes & Pebbles Marion Smart & Rosie 
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OUR SPONSORS 
 
Our club has a number of sponsors including our major sponsor, Port Container Services.  
Check out our sponsors page at the back of our Doggy Tales Newsletter and support our 
sponsors whenever you can. 
 
Our newest sponsor is Mind A Home a nationwide pet & house sitting service that offers free 
live-in pet minding and house sitting while you are on holidays.  Alternatively, you can register 
as a pet/house sitter and have a holiday yourself at minimum cost.  To find out more, go to the 
Mind A Home website www.mindahome.com.au  
 
 
SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENTS 
 
At the DogsNSW 28th Championship Obedience Trial in Sydney, Armidale member Mandy Choice and 
her Staffordshire Bull Terrier “Mozi” won the Open class with a score of 193 (out of 200)! 
 

 
 
 
TAIL ENDS 
 
Our club website.  Remember to check our website, www.graftondogobedience.com regularly 
for information on upcoming events plus a wealth of other useful information.  I’m told our 
webmaster, Dave Pollard, will be updating our website over the Xmas break so check regularly 
for new info. 
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Email contacts.  If you have an email address but don’t receive your Doggy Tales and other 
notices via email, please contact me so I can add you to the email list. 
 
Over the Xmas break.  If you have problems with your dog over the Xmas break, feel free to 
contact our Senior Instructors for help.  Contact details appear at the beginning of our Doggy 
Tales Newsletter. 
 
2012 classes. Cut out the following reminder note and attach to your fridge or noticeboard: 
 

 

 
 
 

HAPPY TRAINING ....Carole Bryant 
Chief Instructor/Newsletter Editor 

Phone: 66449326 
Email: carole@berigorafarm.com.au  

Grafton Dog Obedience Club Inc. 2011© 
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GRAFTON DOG OBEDIENCE 

CLUB INC 
 

Classes resume on 5th February, 2012 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS: 
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