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AND THE WINNER IS ……  
 
We had a number of entries for our Newsletter naming competition and the winner by a 
whisker was Yvonne Busslinger with her entry “Doggy Tales”.  Yvonne wins a $10 voucher 
for her efforts. 
 
 
DATES FOR THE DIARY 
 
As you can see from the list of club events for July, we are coming up to an extremely busy 
time of year for our club with competitions on three separate weekends.  Needless to say, 
helpers are greatly appreciated at these events so if you haven’t already volunteered as a helper, 
your assistance would be much appreciated. 
 
We are hoping that lots of our members will enter the Rally Obedience (Rally-O) competition 
as this is an opportunity to have a practise run in readiness for Rally-O becoming an official 
event after January 2012 - more on that later in this newsletter! 
 
Our club events for July 
 
2/3 July Obedience Trial; unofficial Rally Obedience competition; Obedience  
    & Rally Obedience workshops – Grafton Showground 
10 July  Endurance Test – Grafton Showground 
23/24 July Tracking Trial, “Christmas in July” theme - Fineflower 
 
Other upcoming local events 
 
25/26 June Tracking Trial (Clarence Dog Sports, Grafton) 
20/21 August Tracking Trial (Clarence Dog Sports, Grafton) 
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AUSTRALIAN SHOW & WORKING TITLES 
 
Have you ever wondered what all those letters after a dog’s official registered name mean?  Or 
the letters Ch or Gr Ch before the name?  The following is a list of the most common 
Australian show and working titles (there are also titles for Gundog and Earth Dog events): 
 
Show titles 
 
Aust Ch:  Australian Champion – for dogs awarded 100 points at conformation  
     shows 
Gr Ch:   Grand Champion – for dogs awarded 1000 points at conformation shows 
 
 
Working titles 
 
Obedience 
 
CCD:   Community Companion Dog – first level obedience title  
CD:   Companion Dog – second level obedience title 
CDX:   Companion Dog Excellent – third level obedience title 
UD:   Utility Dog – fourth level obedience title 
UDX:   Utility Dog Excellent – fifth level obedience title 
O Ch:   Obedience Champion – sixth (and highest) level obedience title  
 
Agility 
 
AD:   Agility Dog – first level agility title 
ADX:   Agility Dog Excellent – second level agility title 
ADM:   Agility Dog Masters – third level agility title 
ADO:   Agility Dog Open – fourth level agility title 
AG CH:  Agility Champion – fifth (and highest) level agility title (awarded to 
   dogs  earning 20 qualifying certificates in Masters class Agility events  
   plus 20  qualifying certificates in Masters class Jumpers events) 
 
Agility games 
 
Gamblers 
 
GD:   Gamblers Dog – first level gamblers title 
GDX:   Gamblers Dog Excellent – second level gamblers title 
GDM:   Gamblers Dog Masters – third (and highest) level gamblers title 
 
Snooker 
 
SD:   Snooker Dog – first level snooker title 
SDX:   Snooker Dog Excellent – second level snooker title 
SDM:   Snooker Dog Masters – third (and highest) level snooker title 
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Strategic pairs 
 
SPD:   Strategic Pairs Dog – first level strategic pairs title 
SPDX:   Strategic Pairs Dog Excellent  – second level strategic pairs title 
SPDM:  Strategic Pairs Dog Master – third (and highest) level strategic pairs title 
 
Jumping dog  (usually referred to as “jumpers”) 
 
JD:   Jumping Dog – first level jumping title 
JDX:   Jumping Dog Excellent – second level jumping title 
JDM:   Jumping Dog Masters – third level jumping title 
JDO:   Jumping Dog Open – fourth level jumping title 
AG CH:  Agility Champion – fifth (and highest) level agility title (awarded to 
   dogs  earning 20 qualifying certificates in Masters class Agility events  
   plus 20 qualifying certificates in Masters class Jumpers events) 
 
Tracking 
 
TD:   Tracking Dog – first level tracking title 
TDX:   Tracking Dog Excellent – second level tracking title 
T Ch:   Tracking Champion – third (and highest) level tracking title 
 
. 
Herding 
 
HIC:   Herding Instinct Certificate – first level herding title 
HT:   Herding Tested – second level herding title 
PT:   Pre Trial – third level herding title 
HS:   Herding Started – fourth level herding title 
HI:   Herding Intermediate – fifth level herding title 
HX:   Herding Advanced – sixth level herding title 
HC:   Herding Champion - seventh (and highest) level herding title 
A:   A course (all-around farm or property course designed to demonstrate 
      the versatility of the herding dog) 
B:   B course (an open field trial demonstrating a dog's ability to control and  
       move livestock in an extended area) 
C:   C course (reflects a tending shepherd's day, as he/she accompanies the  
       flock, moving to various unfenced grazing areas) 
s:   sheep 
c:   cattle 
d:   ducks 
 
- the course type and type of stock are shown after the title to denote the course and type of 
stock worked to earn the title, eg a Herding Started title awarded to a dog completing course A 
that had worked sheep would read HSAs  
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Endurance 
 
ET:   Endurance Test 
 
 
RALLY OBEDIENCE (RALLY-O) 
 
This month sees the start of regular Rally-O training classes each Sunday between now and our 
trial.  After that we will be alternating Obedience classes with Rally-O classes.   I believe 
Rally-O will be a fun dog sport that will give many members who might otherwise not consider 
trialing, the opportunity to have fun competing with their dog. 
 
To earn a Rally Novice title (which earns your dog the initials RN after its name) your dog 
needs to pass 3 Novice level tests with a score of at least 70 out of 100. 
 
At the unofficial Rally-O competition being held in conjunction with our club Obedience Trial 
on 2nd & 3rd July, there will be 2 Novice level Rally-O classes – one exclusively for our club 
members plus a class open to all trialers (including club members).  So club members will have 
two chances to trial their dog in Rally-O on the day – and I hope lots of club members take 
advantage of that opportunity.  The Rally-O event will be on Saturday afternoon, commencing 
at 1.30 and on Saturday evening there will be a short seminar on Rally-O by judge, John 
Baumann.  Info on the Rally-O competition and seminar is attached (for those members who 
receive Doggy Tales via email), or alternatively from our clubhouse or on our website 
www.graftondogobedience.com  
 
 
ENDURANCE TEST 
 
If your dog is already fit and you would like to enter our club’s Endurance Test I am still able 
to accept your entry.  If your dog isn’t fit but you are interested, come along to watch this 
year’s event and plan to get your dog fit for next year’s event. 
 
For more detailed information on what’s involved, go to my website 
www.berigorafarm.com.au click on the “Free Information Sheets” tab and scroll down to the 
“Dog Training” section to download the “Preparing Your Dog for an Endurance Test” article.  
For a copy of the official Endurance Test rules, go to our club website 
www.graftondogobedience.com click on “Resources”, click on “Forms & Downloads” then 
scroll down to and click on “ANKC Rules for the conduct of an Endurance Test”. 
 
 
TRACKING 
 
The tracking season (tracking is a cool weather dog sport) is now in full swing.  So far we have 
had two tracking workshops and one tracking trial. 
 
At our beginners “Tracking: Getting Started” workshop in April we had 8 participants and dogs 
and handlers and dogs all did very well.  This was followed by our advanced “Tracking: 
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Beyond the Basics” workshop early this month.  We had 6 participants for this workshop and 
both Judy and I were impressed with the handling skills of all participants.  We also had some 
dogs that did extremely well at both workshops and hope to see those handlers and dogs 
competing at our July tracking trial. 
 
Grant Glover, an experienced tracking trialer, brought his young German Shepherd Dog 
“Griffen” to our April workshop and has since gone on to pass his Test 1, 2 and 3 to earn his 
Tracking Dog title at 13 ½ months of age so is now officially Tristania Griffen TD.  Well done 
Grant & Griffen! 

 
 
May tracking trial results 
 
Our Tracking Trial Secretary, Judy 
Attwater has sent in the following 
results from our club’s Tracking Trial 
held on 21 & 22 May: 
 
Our May trial was reasonably 
successful.  There were 15 entries with 
only five qualifications, which was a 
little disappointing.   
 
 
Owner/Handler Dog Breed Test Pass 
Clarke/Brown/Gregor 
(Coffs Harbour) 

Travis German Shepherd T2 Very Good 

Jon Brown 
 (Coffs Harbour) 

Pumpkin German Shepherd T3 Good 

John Bloomer Sox Border Collie Cross T3 Very Good 
Judy Attwater Fion German Shepherd T5 Pass 
Mary-Anne Visner Buster German Shepherd T5 Good 
 
 

John Bloomer with “Sox” 
and Cathy Clarke & Jon 
Brown with “Pumpkin” 
obtained their Tracking Dog 
Titles. Congratulations to 
them and the other three 
competitors who qualified 
in their grades.  
 

 
 
We would like to thank our judges, Tracey Knox and Jody Brown (Qld), for their help and 
support at this trial. 

No woosie crate for “Sox” Bloomer when he goes tracking – 
his is a very macho portable house made from a truck 
mudguard! 

“Sox” Bloomer shows the form that earned him his Tracking Dog title 
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Once again, commiserations to the non-qualifiers and better luck at the next trial (25-26 June) 
which will be run by Clarence Dog Sports Inc.  

Judy Attwater 
Tracking Trial Secretary 

 

 
 
 
RUGGING UP FOR WINTER 
 
A young, healthy, active dog with thick fur may not need the warmth and protection of a coat in 
winter.  However, if your dog has very short fur, is very small and fine boned, or is old, 
arthritic or ill, then a coat can make him more comfortable during the colder months. 
 
A common problem with the design of many of the dog coats that are available is that while 
they keep your dog’s back warm, they don’t provide any protection or warmth for the chest, 
belly and hind legs – the very areas that most need some protection (a bit like us wearing 
nothing but an unbuttoned cardigan on a cold winter’s day!  This might not be a problem if the 
coat is just to keep your dog’s back warm when he is snuggled into his warm bed at night or if 
he just needs a little additional warmth. 
 
If your dog just needs a little extra warmth, a basic coat may do the job.  This might be made 
from knitted or woven material with a simple strap across the chest and another around the 
body.  Another design is made of padded material (like a parka) with straps that cross over 
under the belly, like a miniature horse rug.  However, if your dog really needs his coat to keep 
him warm, then you will need a coat that gives greater protection. 
 
Keen knitters might like to knit a custom made coat from one of the many patterns available.  
There are a variety of patterns available for dog coats, ranging from practical to cute to 
outrageous and of course if you knit or sew the coat yourself, you get to choose whatever 

Tracking trial campsite, Fineflower 
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colours take your fancy!  There are also a number of upmarket dog coats available for the dog 
who likes to make a fashion statement.   
 
Dogs that really feel the cold might even need to wear a lightweight coat during the day and 
have a warmer coat to wear at night.  A daytime coat could be made of double thickness 
brushed cotton or flannelette, while a night-time coat could be made of heavier material and 
lined with fake fur, fleecy material or wool for extra warmth. 
 
An American company even makes padded leggings that are worn on the front legs to provide 
warmth for dogs that are arthritic or have elbow problems.  The fleecy tubes thread over the 
dog’s legs and have a strap that goes over the dog’s back to hold them in place.  
 
For wet weather walks, a waterproof coat is needed.  Wet weather coats for dogs can be made 
from nylon with a warm lining or there is a smart oilskin version for the dog who has an image 
to uphold.  There are even wet weather coats available complete with hoods to keep your dog 
dry all over. 
 
Ready made dog coats are available from pet shops, dog equipment suppliers and some 
produce and saddlery stores.   
 
 
MORE TRIAL RESULTS 
 
Judy Attwater has a long list of brags for her German Shepherd Dog “Fion” (who is 
incidentally Griffen’s mum): 
 
Aust Ch Tristania Fionuir Aodh CCD TD AD JD PT ET: 
 
10/4/2011 Armidale   Novice Agility 3rd place and Qualification 
14/5/2011 Port Macquarie  Novice Agility 1st place and Qualification 
21/5/2011 GDOC Tracking Trial TD5 level Qualification 
28/5/2011 Northern Region  Novice Agility 4th place and Qualification 
29/5/2011 Northern Region  Novice Agility 5th place and Qualification 
29/5/2011 Northern Region  Novice Jumping 4th place and Qualification 
 
These results also gave Fion her AD Agility Dog title on Saturday 28/5/2011 and her JD 
Jumping Dog title on Sunday 29/5/2011. 
 
Ron & Mary Williams’ Aust Ch Willbeauette Beatrice Lass TD was awarded Australian Bred 
in Terrier Group at the Northern Region Show on 30 & 31st May proving that she has both 
beauty and brains. 
 
Sue Hawker and her black Labrador “Missy” qualified in Novice Jumpers and earned 3rd place 
at Clarence Dog Sports’ trial on 19th June.  Well done Sue & Missy – a great effort! 
 
If you have any show or trial results to brag about, please let me know so I can include them in 
our newsletter. 
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TAIL ENDS 
 
Our club website.  Remember to check our website, www.graftondogobedience.com regularly 
for information on upcoming events and a wealth of other useful information.  Our thanks to 
our webmaster Dave Pollard for maintaining our website for us. 
 
Equipment and other goodies.  Yvonne has lots of good things available in stock at our club 
house. For your dog there are collars, leads, head halters, treat pouches, non-spill water bowls, 
clickers and of course a variety of tasty training treats.  For you, we have club T-shirts and 
sloppy joes. Plus lots of other goodies including second hand bum bags at excellent prices. 
 
 

HAPPY TRAINING ....Carole Bryant 
Chief Instructor/Newsletter Editor 

Phone: 66449326 
Email: carole@berigorafarm.com.au  

Grafton Dog Obedience Club Inc. 2011© 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS: 
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